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Into the Meaſures of * 
SUBMISSION 


SUPREAM AUTHORITY: 


And of the Grounds upon which it may be Lawful or neceſſary 
for Subjeds, to defend their Religion, Lives and Liberties. 


but by raking in the firſt place,a true 
and fall view of the narure of C7vil 
Svctety, and more particularly of the nature of 
Supream Power, Whether it is lodged in one or 
more perſons ? | 
E. It is certain, that the Law of Natnre has 
put? no difference nor ſubordination among 
Men, except it be that of Children to Parents, 
or of Wives to their Husbands; ſo that with 
Relation to the Law of Nature, all Men are 
born free: and this Liberty muſt ſtill be ſup- 
poſed entire, unleſs fo far as it is limited by 
Contratts, Proviſions and Laws. For a Man 
can either bind himſelf to be a Servant, or 
fell himſelf ro be a Slave, by which he be- 
comes 1a the power of another, only ſo far as 


TT: Enquiry cannot be Regularly made, 


it was provided by the Contract : fince all 


thar Liberty which was not expreſly given 
away, remains ſti1l entire : ſo that the plea for 
Liberty always proves it ſelf, unleſs it appears 
that it 1s given up or limited by any ſpecial 
agreement. 

IL. It is no leſs certain, that as the light of 
nature has planted in all men a natural principle 
of the love of Life,and of a deſire to preſerve it; 
fo the common principles of all religion agree 


in this, that God having ſer us in this World, 
we are bound to preſerve that being, which 
he has given us, by all juſt and lawful ways. 
Now this Duty of Self-preſervation,is exerted 
in inſtances of two ſorts ; the one are, in the 
reſiſting of Violent Aggreſlors; the other are 


the raking of juſt revenges of thoſe, who have 


invaded us ſo ſecretly, that we could nor 
prevent them, anda ſo Violently that we could 
not reſiſt them : in which caſes the principle 
of (elf-preſervation warrants us, both to reco- 
ver what is our own, With juſt damages, and 
alſo to pur ſuch unjuſt perſons out of a Capa- 
city of doing the like Injuries any more, either 
to our ſelves, ortoany others. Now in theſe 
inſtances of (elf-preſervation, this difference is 
to be obſerved ; that the firſt cannot be limi- 
ted, by any ſlow forms, fince a prefling dan- 
ger requires a vigorous repulſe ; and cannot 
admir of delays; whereas the « fecond, of 
taking revenges, or reparations, 1s not of ſuch 
haſt, but that it may be brought under rules 
and forms. 

III. The true and Original Notion of Cz- 
vil Society and Government is, that it is a 
Compromiſe made by ſuch a body of Men, by 
which they reſign up the right of demanding 
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reparations , either in the way of Juſtice, 
againſt one another, or in the way of War, 
againſt their Neighbours ; to ſuch a ſingle per- 
{on, or ro ſuch a body of Men as they thiok fit 
to truſt with this. And in the managemenr of 
this Civil Soctety, great diſtinition is to be made 
between the power of making Laws for the 
wt; pes the Condu&t of it, and the power 
_ of Executing thoſe Laws : The Supream Au- 

thorit y maſt 211] be {ſuppoſed to be lodged with 
thoſe who have the Teziflative Powcy reſerved 
to them ; but not with tnoſe who have only 
the Executive; Which is a plain Traft, when it 


1s ſeparated from the Legiſlative Power; 2nd all 


Truſts, by their naturessmport, that thoſe to 


whem they are given, are accountable, even, 
though it ſhould not be expreſly ſpecified inche 


words of the Truſt it ſelf. 


LY. It cannot -be ſuppoſed,. by the princi- 
ples of Natural Relipion, -that Ciod has Au- 
thorized any one Form of Governmert, any other 
way than as the general Rules of Order, and 
of Juſtice; 'oblige all Men not to ſubvert Con- 
' ſirutions, nor diftarb the peace of Mankind, 
or invade thoſe Rights with which the Law 
may have veſted ſome perſons for it 15 certain, 
that as priyate Contracts lodge or tranſlate pri- 
vate Rights ; ſo the Publick Laws can likewiſe 
lodge ſuch Rights, Prerogatives and Reve- 
mes, in thoſe, under whoſe ProteCtion they 
put-themſelyes,/ and in {ſuch a manner that they 


may come to have as good a Title to theſe, as. 


any private Perſon can have to his Property : 
{0 that 1t becomes an A of high Injuſtice and 


Violence, to invade theſe : which is fo far a 


greatcr fin than any ſuch ations would be, a- 
gain{t a-private Perſon, as 'the publick Peace 


and Order is preferrableto all private Conſide- 


Tations whatſoever. So that in:truth, the 
principles of Natural Religion, give thoſe that 
are in Authority, yo power at all, bur they do 
only ſecure them in the poſſeflionof that which 


1s theirs by Law. And as no Conſiderations of 


Religion can bind me to pay another more than 


I indeed owe him, but do only: bind me! more 


ſtritly tokpay what I owe io the Confidera- 
tions of Religion do indeed bring SubjeFs under 
aricter Obligations, to pay all due Allegiance 


(27 


and Submiſſion to their Princes, but they do- 


not at all extend that Allegiance further than 
the Law carcies it. And though a Man has 


no divine right to his property, but has acqui-- 
red it by humane means, fuch as ſucceſſion, or 


induſtry, yet he has a ſecurity for the enjoy- 
ment of it, from a. Diviae right ; ſo though 
Princes have no immediate warrants from Hea- 
yen, either for their Original Titles, or tor the 
extent of them, yet they are ſecured in the poſ- 


ſeifion of them by the Principles and Rules of: 


Natural Religion. 


V. It is ro be Conſidered, that as a private 
perſon, can bind himfelt to another Mans ſer- 


vice, by different degrees, either as an Ordi- 
nary ſervant. for wages, or as. 0ne appropriat 
for a longer time as an Apprentice, or by a 
toral giving himſelf up to another, as in the 
caſe of Slavery :. Inall which caſes the Gien- 
ral name of Mafter may be equally uſed , 


yet the degrees of his power, are to be judg-- 


ed by the nature of the Contract; 10. like- 
wiſe bodies of Men can give themſelves.up in 
different degrees, to the Conduct | ot others : 
and therefore though all thoſe may: carry the. 
ſame name of Kyzng, yctevery ones Power 15 to 


be taken from the meaſures of that Authority - 


which is lodged in him, and nor from any ge- 
neral Speculations founded on ſome Equivocal 
terms, ſuch as King, Soverargn, Or Supreams'' 


VI. Ir is certain, that God, as-the Creator 
and Governour of the World, may. ſet up 
whom he will, to rule over other men : But 
this declaration of his will, muft be made 
evident by Prophets, or other. Extraordinary 
Men ſent of him, who have ſome manifeſt 
proofs of the. Divine Authority that is com- 
mitted to them, on ſuch occaſions, and upon 
ſuch perſons declaring the will of God, 1n 
favour of any others, that Declaration is to be 
ſubmitted to, and obeyed. But this pre- 
tence of a divine Delegation, can be carried 


no further than to thoſe who are thus: ex- - 


prefſly ' marked ' out, and is unjuſtly! claim- 
ed by thoſe who can prove no ſuch Decla- 


ration to- have been ever made in favour of 
them, or their families, Nor does 1t appear 
bs - reaſonable. 


. 


( 
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reaſonable to conclule from their bzins in loag to perſons thit were immediately de- 


poſſeſſion, that ic is the will of Go4 chat it figned by G24, are wichout any ſort of rea- 


ſhould be fo, this juſtifies all Uſurpers waen 
they are ſucceſstul. | 

VII. The meaſures of Power, and by con- 
ſequence of Obedience, muſt be taken from 
the expreſs Law of any State, or body of 
Men from the Oaths that they ſwear , or 
from Immemorial Preſcription, and a long 
Poſſeſſion, which both give a Title, and in 
a long traſt of time make a bad one be- 
come good, fiace Preſcription when 1t paſ- 
ſes the memory of Man, and 1s not diſputed 
by any other Pretender, gives by the com- 
mon ſenſe of all Mea a juſt and good Ti- 
tle: ſo upon the whole matter, the degrees 
of all Civil Authority, are to be taken et- 
ther from expreſs Laws, immemorial Qu- 
ſtoms, or from particular Qaths, which the 
Subje&s ſwear to their Princes : this being 
ſtill ro be laid down for a Principle, thatin 
all the diſputes betwen Power and Liberty, 
Pomer muſt always be proved, but Liberty 
proves it ſelf; the one being founded only 
upon poſitive Law, aad the other upon the 


Law of Nature: 


VIII. If from the general Principles of 
Human Society, and Natural Religion, we 
carry this matter to be examined by the Scri- 
ptures, it is clear rnat all the paſſages that 
are in the Old Teſtament, are not to be 
made uſe of in this matter, of neither fide. 
For as the Land of Canaan, was given to 
the Fews by an immediate ' grant from 
Heaven, ſo God reſerved ſtill this to himſelf, 
and to the [Neciarations that he ſhould make 
from time to time, ether by his. Prophets, 
or. by. the Anſwers that came from the Cloud 
of: Glory thar was between the Cherubims, 
to ſet up Julges or Kings over them, and 
to pull them down again as he thought fir, 
Here was ai expreis Delegation made by 
Cod, and therefore all that was done in that 
Diſpenſation, either for or againſt Princes, 


'1< not to be made uſe of in any other State, 


that is founded on another bottom and Con- 
ſticution, and all the expreſſions in the 014 
Teſtament relating to the Kzngs, fince they be- 


ſoa applied to tho'e, who can pretend 


to no 
ſuch deſignation, neich:r for themſelves: nor 
for their Anceſtors. 


IX. As for the New Teſtament, it is plain, 
that there are no rules given 4n 1t ,' neither 
for the forms of Goverment in geaeral , .. nor 
for the degrees of any one form 10, partt- 
cular, bur the geaeral Rules of Juſt ice, Or- 
der and Peace, being Eſtabliſhed 1n it | up- 
on higher mocives, and more binding con- 
fiderations, than ever they were in ally 0- 
ther Religion whatſoever, we are molt {trict- 
ly bound by it, to obſerve the Conltitutt- 
01, in which we are; and it is plain, that 
the Rules ſet us in the Goſpel, can be car- 
ried no further. | It is indeed clear. from 
the New Teſtament, that the Chriſtian Religi- 
on as ſuch, gives us no grounds to defend or 
propagate it by force. Ir is a Doctrine of 
the Crofs, and of Faith, and Patience under 
it : and ifby the order of Divine Providence, 
and of any Conſtitution of Ciovernment, un- - 
der which we are born, we are brought under 
ſufferings , for our profeſling of it, we may 1n- 
deed retire and fly out of any ſuch Country, if 
we can ; but if that is denied us, we.muſt chen 
according to this Religion, ſubmit to thoſe ſuf- 
terings under which we may be brought, -con- 
fidering that God will be glorified by us lafa 
doing, and that he will both ſupport -us un- 
der our ſufferings; and gloriquſly reward us 
for them. gt ai72t33T+ 

This was the ſtate of the Chriſizan Religion, 
during the three | firſt Centuries, under Hea- 
then Emperors , and a Conſtitution in which 
Paganiſm was Eſtabliſhed by Law. But if by 
the Laws of any Government, the Chriſtian 
Relizion, or any form of it, is become apart 
of the Subjects Property, it then falls. under an- 
other conſideration, not as it isa Relze/on, but 
as It is become one of the principal rights of the 
S'ubjefs, to believe and profeſs it : and then we 
mult judge of the Invaſtons made on that, as 
we do of any other Invaſion, that is. made 0n 
our. other Rzzhts. * LS 2"1 

XN, All the paſſages in the New Niles: | 

| | | enact 


OO 
(4) | 
" that 'relate to Civil Government , are to be us. It isthen certain, that with Relation to 


*Exponnded as they were truly meant, in op- the Executive part of the Government, the 
poſition to that falſe Notion of the Fews, Law has lodged that fingly in the King 3 fo 


who believed themſelves to be ſo immedi- 
ately under the Divine Authority, that they 
conld not become the Subjects of any other 
Power ; particularly of one that was not of 
their Nation, or of their Religion : there- 
fore- they thought they could not be under 
the Roman Yoke, nor bound to pay Tribute 
to Ceſar, but judged that they were only 

-ſubje out of fear, by reaſon of the force 
_ "that Jay on them, bnt not for Conſcience 
ſake: and ſo in all their diſperſton, both at 
Rome and elſewhere, they thought they were 
Geds Freemen, and made uſe of this pre- 


that the whole Adminiſtration of it is jn 
him : but the Legiſlative Power is lodged 
between the King and the Two Houſes of 
Parliament ; ſo that the power of making 
and repealing Laws, is not fingly in the 
King, but only ſo far as the Two Houſes con- 
cur with him. It is alfo clear, that the King 
has ſuch a determined extent of Prerogative, 
beyond which he has no Authority : as for 
inſtance, if he levies money of his people, 
without a Law impowring him to it, he goes 
beyond the limits of his Power, and asks 
that ro which he has no right : ſo that there 


--tenced liberty as a cloak of maliciouſneſs- ,In lies no obligation on the Subje& to grant 

© oppoſition to all which, ſince in. a courſe it: andif any in his Name uſe Violence for 

''of many years, they had asked the protefti- the obtaining it, they are to be looked on | 

- on of the Roman Yoke, arid were come un- as'fo many Robbers, that Invade Gur Pro- by 
der their Authority, our Saviour ordered perty, and they being Violent aggretfours, 

them to continue in that, by his ſaying Ren- the Principle of ſelt-preſervation ſeems here to 

. der to Ceſar that which is Ceſars; and both take place, and to warrant as Violent a re- | 

- St. Paul in his Epiſtle ro the Romans, and fiſtance.' 

- St. Peter in his General Epiſtle, have very XII. T here is nothing more evident, than | 

: poſttively condemned that pernicious maxim; that England is a free Nation, that has 

- Hur without any forma) Declarations made of its Liberties and Properties reſerved to it, 

 theRules or Meaſures of Government. And by many pofitive and expreſs Laws: if then 

: ?'\nce_ both the People and Senate of Rome we have a. right ro our Preperty, we muſt A 

-- ad acknowledged the power that Auguſius likewiſe be ſuppoſed ro have a right to pre- 

- had indeed violently Uſurped, it became ſerve it : for thoſe Rights are by the Law ſe-* 

Legal when it was thus ſubmitted to, and cured againſt the Invations of the Preroga- 

- confirmed - both by the Senate and People : tive, and by conſequence we muſt have a 

© and it was eſtabliſhed in his Family by a long Tight to preſerve them againſt thoſe Invaſjons. 

. Preſcription, when thoſe Epiſtles were writ : It is alfo evidently declared by our Law, thar 

..& thatupon the whole matter, all that is in all Orders and Warrants, thatare ifſued out in 

- the New Teſtament upon this ſubject, imports oppoſition to thein, are null of themſelves ; 

- no More, but that all Chriftians are bourd to and by conſequence, any that pretend to 

' 4cquieſce in the Government,. and ſubmit to ir, have Commiſſions from the King, for thoſe 
according to the Conſtitution that is ſettled by ends, are to be conſidered as if they had 

- Lew: 7? none at all : fince thoſe Commiſſions being 

-::> XI. We are then at laſt brought to the void of themſelves, are indeed no Com- 
- Conſtitution ' of our Engliſh Government : ſo miſflions in the Conſtruttien of the Law ; 


| that no Genera) Conſiderations from ſpecu- ard therefore thoſe who at in vertue of them, 
. ations about Soveraigen Power , nor from are ſtil] to be confidered, as private perſons 
any paſſages either of the Old and New Te- Who come to invade and diſturb us. It isalſo 
.Rtament, ought to determine us in this mat- to be ebſerved, that there are ſome Points 
ter; which muſt be fixed from the Laws that are juſtly diſputable and doubrful, and 
and Regulations that have been made among others that are ſo maniteſt, that it is plain that 


any 


. 
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any Obje&ions thatcan be made to them, are 
rather forced prerences, than ſo much as plau- 
ſible colours. It is true, 1t the Caſe js doubt- 
ful, the Inrereſt of the Publick Peace and Or- 
der, ought to carry it 3 but the Caſe is quite 
different when the Invaſions that are made 
upon Liberty and Property, are plain and viſible 
to all that confider them. | | 

XIII. The main and great difficulty here, 
is, That tho our Government does indeed aſ- 
ſert the Liber:y of the Subject, yet there are 
many expreſs Laws made, that lodge the A(t- 
litia fingly | in the King, that make 1t platnly 
unlawful upon any pretence whatſoever to 
tike Arms againſt rne King, or any Com- 
miſfioned by him: And theſe Laws have 
been put in the torm of an Oath, which all 
that have born any Employment either in 
Church or State have ſworn; and therefore 
thoſe Laws, for the affuring our Liberttes, 
do indeed bind the Kings Conſcience, and 
may affect his Miniſters ; yet fince it is a Max- 
im of our Law, that the King can do no 
wrong, theſe cannot be carried ſo far as to 


Juſtifie our taking Arms againſt him, be the 


tranſgreſſions of Law ever ſo many and ſo ma- 
nifeſt : And fince this has been the conſtanc 
Dofrine of the Church of England, it will be a 
very heavy Imputation on us, if it appears, 
that tho we held thoſe Opinions, as long as 
the Court and the Crown have favoured us, 
yet as ſoon as the Court turns againſt us, we 
change our principles. 

XIV. Here is the true Difficulty of this 
whole Matter, and therefore ir ought to be 


exactly conſidered : Firſt, All general Words, 


how large ſoever, are ſtill ſuppoſed ro have 
a tacit exception, and reſerve in them, if the 
Matter ſeems to require it. Children are 


commanded to obey their Parents in all things : 


Wives are declared by the Scripture, to be 
ſubject to their Husbands in all things, as the 


Church is unto-Ghrift: And yet how compre- 
henſive ſoever theſe words may ſeem to be, 


* there is ſtill a reſerve to be underſtood in them; 


and tho by our Form of Marriage, the Parties 
ſwear to one another 211 Death them do part, 
yet few doubt but-that this Bond is dloived 
by Adultery, tho it is not named ; for odious 


things ought not to be ſuipeRed, and there- 
fore not named upon ſuch occaftons : Bur 
when they fall out, they carry ftill their own 
force with them. 2. When there ſeems t© 
be a Contradiction between two Articles in ihe 
Conſtitution, we ought to examin which of 
the two 1s the moſt Evident, and the moſt 
Important, and fo we ought to fix upon it, 
and then we muſt give ſuch an accommoda- 
ting ſenſe to that which ſeems to contradict it, 
that ſo we may reconcile thoſe together. Here 
then are two ſeeming Contradictions in our 
Conſtitution: The one-is. the Publick Liberty 
of the Nation ; the other is the Renouncirg 
of all Reſiſtance, in caſe that were invaded. 
Ir is plain, that our Liberty is only a thing thar 
we enjoy at the Kings Diſcretion, and during 
his Pleaſure, if the other againſt all Reſiſtance 
is to be underſtood according to the utmotk 
extent of the Words. Therefore fince the 
chief Deſign of our whole Law, and of all the 
ſeveral Rules of our Conſtitution, is to ſecure 
and maintain our Liberty, we ought to lay 
that down for a Concluſion, that it is both 
the moſt plain and the moſt Emportant of the 
two : And therefore the other Article againſt 
Reſiſtance ought to be ſo ſoſtned, as that it 
do not deſtroy this. 3. Since it is by a Law 
that Reſiſtance is condemned, we ought to. 
underſtand it in ſuch a ſenfe as that it does not 
deſtrow all other Laws : And therefore the in- 
tent ofthis Law, muſt only relate to the Exe- 
cutive Power, which is in the King, and not 
to the Legiſlative, in which we cannot ſup- 

ſe that our. Legiflators, who made thar 

aw, intended to give up that, which we 
plainly ſee they reſolved ſtil] to preſerve entice, 
according to the Ancient Conſtitution. So 
then, the not reſifting the King, can only be 
applied to the Executive Power, that ſo upon 
no pretence of 11] Adminiſtrations in the Exe-- 
cution of the Law, ir ſhould be lawful to re- 
fiſt him; but this cannot with any reaſon be 
extended to an Invaſion of the Legi/lative 
Power, or to a total Subverſion of the Govern -- 
ment. For it being plain, that the Law. cid 


. hot deſign to lodge that Power. in theKine, 


it 1s alſo plain, that it did not intend to feewe 
him in it, in caſe he ſhould ſet abour ir. 


4 The 


& 


4- The Law mentioaing the Kinz, or thoſe 
Commyſumated by him, fſhews plain!y, that ir 
only deſigned to ſecure the King in tne Exe- 
ucive Po wer ; for the Word Commiſſion necel- 
farily imports this, fince if it is not according 
to Law, it is no Commiſſim; and by Conſe. 
quence, thoſe who at in Vertue of ir, are not 
Commiſtonated by the Ktuz in rhe Senſe of the 
Law, The King likewiſe Imports a Prince 
clothed by Law with the Regal Prerogarive 3 
bur if he goes to Subvert the whole Foundarti- 
on of the Government, he Subverts that by 
which he himſelf has his Power, and by conſe. 
Huence he annuls his own Power; and then he 
ceaſes to be King, having endeayoured to de- 
ſtroy thar, upon which his own Authority is 
founded. ; 

RV. Ir is acknowledged by the preateſt 
Afertors of Monarchichal Power, that-in ſome 
Caſes a King may fall from his Power, and in 
_ Caſes thar he may fall from rhe Exerciſe 
of it. 
bout to enſlave, or fell rhem to any other, or 
a furious going about to deſtroy them, are in 
the opimon of rhe moſt Monarchical Lawyers, 
ſuch Abuſes, that rhey narurally diveſt rhoſe 
rhart are guilty of them, of their whole Aucho - 
rity. Infancy or Phrenzy do alſo put them 
under the Guardianſhip of others. All the 
Crowned Heads of Europe have, at leaſt ſe- 
cretly, approved of the putting the lace King 
of Portugal under a Guardianſhip, and rhe 
keeping him ſtill Priſoner for a few Att of 
Rage, that had been fatal ro a very few Per- 
ſons : And even our Court gave the firſt coun- 
renance to it, though of all others the /ate King 
had the moſt reaſon to: have done it at leaſt 
laſt of all 3 fince ir juſtified a younger Brothers 
ſupplantin2 che Elder; yer che Evidence of the 
. thing carried ireven againſt [ntereſt. There- 
fore if a King goes about to ſubvert the Go- 
yernment, and to overturn the whole Conſti- 
tution, he by this muſt be ſuppoſcd eirher to 
fall from his Power, or at leaſt from the Exer- 
ciſe -of ir, ſo far as thar he ovghr co be pur 
undeg.Guardians; and according to che Cafe 


 ofp#apini20l, rhe next Heir falls naturally to be 
thebnardian. 


His Deſerting his People, his going a- 


XVI. The next thing to be conſidered, i 
toſce in Fatt whether rhe Foundarions of thzs 
Government have beea ſtcuck ar, and wherher 
thoſe Errors, that have been perhaps commit- 
ted, are only ſuc'1 Maleverſations, as oughr 
to he imputed only ro Human Frailty, and to 
the Ignorance, Inadvertencies, or Paſſions to 
which all Princes may be ſubject, as well as 0- 
cher men, Bur this will beſt appear if we con- 
fider what are the Fundamental Points of our 
Government, and the chief Securities that we 
hase for our Liberties. 

The Authority of the Law is indeed all in_ 
one Word, ſo that if the King pretends to a 
Power to Diſpenſe with Laws, there 1s nothing 
lefr, upon which the $S45je& can depend ; and 
yet as if Diſpenſing Power were not enough, if 
Laws are wholly ſuſpended for all rime coming, 
this is plainly a Repealing of them, when like- 
wiſe the men, in whoſe hands the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice is put by Law, ſuch as Fudges and 
Sheriffs, are allowed to tread all Laws under 
toor, even rhoſe that Infer an Incapacity on 
themſelves if rhey violate them 3 this is ſuch 
a breaking of the whole Conſtiturion, thar we 
can no more have th: Adminiſtration of Ju- 
ſtice, 1o that ir is really a Diſſolution of the 
Government , ſince all Tryals, Sentences, and 
the Executions of chem, are become ſo many 
unlawful Acts, rhar are null and void of 
themſelyes. | | 

The - next thing in our Conſt:tutzon, which 
ſecures to us our Laws and Liberties, 1s a free 
and Lawjul Parliamen;, Now not 'to men- 
tion the breach of the Law of Trienual Par- 
liaments, 1c being above three years fince we 
had a Seiſhon that enatted any Law ; Methods 
have been taken, andare daily a raking, that 
render this Impoſſible. Parliaments ought 
ro be choſen with an entire Liberty, and with- 
out either Force or Preingagemenrts: whereas 
if a!l men are required beforchand to enter 
into Engagements how they will Vote if they 
are choſen themſclves, or how they will give 
their Voices in the Elefting of others? Thus 1s 
plainly ſuch a preparation ro a Parltament, 
as would indeed make it no Parliament, 
but a Cabal, if one were chofen, - after all 
rhat Corruption of Perſons, who had *pre- 


ingaged 
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mgaged themſelves; arid after rhe Threat- 
ning' and Turning out of all perfons out of 
Imployments who had refuſed to do it; 
and if there are ſuch daily Regulations 
made in the Towns, that ir is plain thoſe 
who manage them; intend at laſt to put ſuch 
a number of men in the Corporations as will 
certainly chuſe che perſons who are recom- 
mended to them. Bur above all, if there are 
ſuch a number of Sheriff and 2Mayrs made, 
over England, by whem the Elections muſt 
be: condufled and returned, who are now 
under an incapacity by Law, and fo areno Le- 
gal Officers, and by conſequence thoſe Ele#;7- 
ons that paſs under their Authority are null 
and void :- If,- I fay, irisclear thir things are 
brought to this, then the Government is dif 
ſolved, becauſe iris impoſſible to have a Free 
amd Legal Pailtiment in this ftate of things. 
If then both the Aurhority of the Law, and the 
Eonſtirution of the- P arlzament are ſtruck at 
and diffolved, here is a plain Subverſion of the 


whole Governmeur. Butif we enter next ihto 


the particular branches of the Government, .we 
will find the l;zke Diſorder among them all. 
The Proteſtant Religion, and the Church 
of England, make a great Article of our Go- 
vernment, the latter being ſecured not only 
of old by Magna Charta,' but by many ſpe- 
cial Laws made of late; and there are parti- 
cular Laws made in King Charles the Firſt, and 
the late King's time, ſecuring them from all 
Commiſſions that the King can raiſe for Judg- 
ing or Cenſuring them - if then in oppoſition 
to this, a Court ſo condemned 1s creed, 
which proceeds to Judge and Cenſure the Cley- 
Zy, and even ro difleiſe them of their 'Free- 
holds, - withour fo much as the form of a'Try- 
al, though this is the moſt indiſpenſable Law of 
all thoſe that ſecures the Property of England; 
andif the King prerends that he can require 
the Clergy ro publiſh all his Arbitrary Decla- 
rations, and 1n particalar one that ſtrikes ar 


their whole ſettlement, and has ordercd Pro-- 


ceſs to be begun againſt all thar diſobey'd this 
11legal warrant, and has treated ſo greata num- 
ber of the Biſhops as Criminals, only for re- 


preſenting to him the reaſons of their nor 


obeying him ; if likewiſe the King is not (a- 


tizfied to profeſs his own Religion openly, the 
even that 1s contrary to L:w, bur has ſent Am» 
baſſadyrs ro Rime, and received Nuntio's from 
thence, which is plainly Treaſon by Lawz if 
lIizewile many Popiſh Churches and C2apj els have 
been publickly opened 3 if ſeveral Colteages of 
Feſrits have been ſer up tfd1vers parts of the 
Nation, and one of the Order has been made a 
Privy Counſellour, and a principal Miniſter of 
State ;, and if Papilts, and even thoſe who turn 
ro thar Religion, tho declared Traytors by Law, 
are broughr inco all rhe chief Imployments, 


borh Military and Civil; then 1t is plain, That 
all the Righrs of rhe Charch of England, and the 


whole eſtabliſhment of rhe Proteſtant Religion, 
are ſtruck ar, and defigned to be overturned 
fince all theſe rhings, as they are notorioufly 
THegal, fo they evidently demonſtrate, That 
rhe greardefign of them all, is the rooting our” 


of rhis peFtlent Hereſze, in their ſtile z I. mean 
the Proteſtant Religion. 


In the next phce, If in the whole courſe of 


Tuftice, ir is viſible, rhat there is a conſtant pra- 


tifing upon the Fudges, thar they are rurned 
cur upon their varying from the Intentions of 
the Court, and if men'of no Reputation nor 
Abilities are put in their places 3 if an Army 
is kept up in time of peace, and men who 
withdraw from rhar Illegal Service are hang- 
ed up as Criminals, without any colour of Law, 
which by conſequence are ſo many Murders 5 
aud if the” Soldiery are connived at and encou- 
raged in the moſt enormous Crimes, that 
ſo they may be thereby prepared ro commir 
greater ones, and from-ſingle Rapes and Mur- 


ders proceed toa Rape upon all our Liberties 
'and a Deſtruction of. the'Narion :.jf, I -fay,-all 
theſe rhings are true/in'Fa&, 'then 'it. 15 plain, 


that there is ſach a Diſſolution of the Govern- 
ment made, that there 1s not any one part 
of it left ſound and entire: and if all theſe 
things are done now, it is cafie to imagine 


whac, may-be expe&ed, when Arbitrary power 


that ſpares no man, {and Popery that ſpares 
no Heretick, are finally eftabliſhed : Then we 
may look for nothing bur Gaballes, Tailles,. 
Impoſitions, Benevolences, and all forts of 
Illegal Taxes, as from. the other we may _ 
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«Wo, 


- What is to be expeRed in England ; where if 
. the King has over, and over again declared, 


that he is veſted with an Abſolute Power, to 
which all are bo:ind to Obey without Reſerve, 
and has upon that annulled almoſt all the A#s 
of Parliamentthat paſſed in K. Fames the Firſts 
minority, though they were ratified by himſelf 


When he came to be of Age, and were con- 
. firmedby all the ſabſequent Kings,not except. 


.. ing the preſent. 


We muſt then conclude 
from thence, whart is reſolved on here in 
Eneland, and what wall be put in execution 


. as; ſoon as it is thought that the Times can 


bear it. When likewiſe the whole Settlement - 


. were -given. for an Army 


of Irelaxd is ſhaken, and the Army that was 
raiſed, and is maintained by Taxes, that 
of Engliſh Prote- 
ants, to ſecure them from a new Maſſacre 
y the Iriſh Papiſts, 1s now all filled with 


' Iriſh Pajiſts, as well as almoſt all che other 


Imployments ; it is plain, That not only all 


- the Britiſh 'Proteſtants inhabiting that Iſland, 


are in daily danger of being butchered a ſe- 
cond. time, bue that the Crown of England 
151ndanger of loſing that Iſland, it being now 


. put wholly into the hands and pawer of the 


Native Iriſh, who as they formerly offered 


. themſelves -up ſometimes to the. Crown of 
. Spain, ſomeritnes to the Pope, and once to 
the Duke of -Lorrain,, fo they are perhaps at 
- this preſent treating with another Court for the 
- Sale and Surrender of the Ifland, and for the 


in it. 


- Maſſacre of the Engli 
Ny If thus all rhe wg 1 Branches of our Con- 


-. 
5 - 
4 


Fiemcion -are diflolved, - it might be at.leaft 
Experted, that one ;part ſhould be left entire, 
and that is the Regat-Dignity ; and yer. eyen 
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that is proſtieured, whea we ſee a young Child 


to ig 
Parliament a, - 
and without either Fear or Corruption, exa- 


pe Burniags, Maffacres aa Inquiſitions. put in the reverſion of it, and” TOES 
- fn what 45 doing in Scotland we may gather 


Tore £0 
p- the ARE of Wales ;: Comertluge whoſe 
ing born of the Queen, there appear. to be = 
not only no Wine). 199 but there ; be all 
the preſumptions that can poſſibly-be imagt- 
ned to the contrary. No proofs were ever 
given either to the Princes of Denmark, or 
to any other Proteſtant Ladies, 1n whom we. 
ought. to repoſe any Confidence thar >the 
Queen was ever with Child ; that whole mat- 
ter being managed with ſo much myſteriouſ- 
neſs, that there were yiolent and publick Suſ- 
pitions of it before the Birth. But the whole 
Contrivance of the Birth, the ſending away 
the Princeſs of Denmark, the ſudden ſhorr- 
ning of the Reckoning, the Queens ſudden 
going to [S. Fames's, her no lefs ſudden pre- 
tended delivery ; the hurrying the Chil4 into 
another Room, . without ſhewing it to thoſe 
preſent, and wichout their hearing it cry; and 
the myſterious conduct of all fince that time'; 
no ſatisfaction. being given to the Princeſs 
Denmark upon her Return from the Barh, 
nor . to any other Proteſtant Ladies,” of the 
ueens having been really brought ro-Bed.- 
eſe are. all ſuchevident Indications of- a © 


| baſe Impoſture, in this matrer, that as the Na- 


tion - has the juſteſt reaſon inthe World to 
doybt of it, ſo they  have-all poſſible. reaſon 
at no. quiet till they ſee a Legal and Free 

which may 1mpartially, 


mine that whole matter. | 

If all theſe matters are true in fa, then 
I ſuppoſe no man will doubt, that the whole 
Foundations of this Government, and- all the 


"moſt ſacred parts of it, are overturned. And © 


as to the truth of all 'theſe Suppoſitions, that 
a+. 7-4 to every Engliſhmasn's Judgment and 
Jeni, A f5 2 
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